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FRANK WISE INSTITUTE OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.05 pm]: Members, 
10 days ago we gathered at the Frank Wise Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Kununurra to celebrate three-quarters 
of a century of agricultural research in the East Kimberley—a significant milestone for agricultural research and 
development, and for development in the Ord. Descendants of those who were central to the establishment of the 
research centre, including former Premier Frank Wise and the Durack family, as well as farmers and civic leaders, 
paid testimony to the vision and fortitude of those who helped to realise the potential of the fertile landscape. 
The Kimberley Research Station was established in 1946 as a joint state and commonwealth initiative, staffed by 
the CSIRO and the Western Australian Department of Agriculture. It had been preceded by a trial facility on 
Carlton Reach, which was funded through the Western Australian government and led by Kim Durack. In 1986, 
the CSIRO sold its share of the research facility to the Department of Agriculture and the facility was renamed the 
Frank Wise Institute of Tropical Agriculture after the former Labor Premier who was instrumental in driving 
horticultural development in northern Western Australia. Frank Wise was a passionate advocate for northern 
agriculture, first as a field officer with the Department of Agriculture, and as a special commissioner to the federal 
government. He drove development of northern horticulture as Minister for Agriculture from 1935 to 1945 and 
then as Premier of Western Australia from 1945 to 1947. 
The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development has continued the research that helped to lay 
the foundations for the development and expansion of the Ord River irrigation area, which now spans 15 500 hectares. 
Over the past 75 years, the institute has led research into sugar cane, cotton, rice, sorghum, maize, winter cereals, 
safflower, linseed, peanuts, lemongrass, and kenaf and other fibre crops. Over the past four years, the McGowan 
government has revitalised the institute, which is now fully utilised with more than 20 project collaborations 
underway, including research into hemp, quinoa, plantago, mangoes, safflower, cassava and cotton. 
The staff led us on an exciting field trip, showcasing their important work in biosecurity, plant breeding and agronomy. 
The Frank Wise Institute of Tropical Agriculture and its staff have achieved so much over the past 75 years, 
underpinning the transformation of this outback region into a valuable northern food bowl. Our government is 
committed to continuing Frank Wise’s legacy and supporting our northern food bowl for generations to come. 
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